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bility. He hoped to avoid making territorial sacri-
fices in the West bv displaying a readiness to sur-
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render conquered territory in the East. Moreover,
he was anxious to arrive at a settlement with the
Russians peacefully in order to facilitate the course
of future negotiations with the other Allied and
Associated Powers. To this end the Central Powers
accepted the formula of fno annexations, no indem-
nities and the principle of self-determination* which
the Bolsheviks put forward as the basis for negotia-
tion of a general peace by all belligerent parties.
When, however, it became evident that the
remainder of the Entente Powers would not accept
the invitation to Brest-Litovsk and that, as the
Germans had always supposed, the Bolsheviks had
to negotiate alone, the Central Powers flung off the
mask of cno annexations, &c.', and, under pressure
from the German High Command, pursued a
policy of unrelieved imperialism.
Russian Aims
But, while the German generals demanded a
speedy show-down, the Bolsheviks desired exactly
the opposite. The longer the negotiations were
drawn out the greater the opportunity for propa-
ganda. If the workers and peasants in the countries
both of the Entente and the Central Powers were to
realize fully what had happened in Russia and were
to conceive a desire for emulation, a certain interval
was necessary during which the intentions and policy
of the new Soviet State might become known. To
the vast annoyance of the German General Staff,